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of ſome Decrees,and other Pro- 


ceedings of the Commuſsioners 
of Sewers, for the Upper Levells, in the 
Counties of XENT and SUSSEX, 
touching the proportioning of VVa- 
ter- ſcots agen the ſaid Levels, 
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At 4 Seſſion of Sewers, holden at POIs the 
2008 day of ' March, 1613. 


T is Ordered and Decreed as followeth, Me: 

us, his Majeſties Commiſlioners .of Sewerg,. 

whoſe Names are hereunder written Com + 

miſſionersfor the' ſurrounded -Lands, few, 
ing into the River of Bother, herwrye Tiſehur ft 
and Cheritow Bars, ' 

Firſt, we ratifie-and. oafins a Dearee hereto- 
fore unade by ſome of us and others, Commiſ-, 
fjoners of. Sewers, made at Temterdew, the firſt 
day of 0@ober ,;;jn the eleventh year of the Reign, 
of our Soverign Lord; Jawes, by the Grace of, 
God, King of Exgland, France: = Ire/and ,. and 
of Scotland the forty. ſeyenth, - It is alſo Order- 
ed and Decreed, for the better execution of the, 
works pteſcribed in the ſame Decree Thar the, 
great Gut, between Smalled and Reeding, neer a 

B place 
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(2 
lace called the Brickoſt, lying in the new 
ewer , ſhall be taken up and removed, and 

Jaid at or neer the place where formerly it did 

lye, at the end of the ſaid new Sewer, by the 

appointment and direction of Kobert Shephard, 

Efquire, Expenditor of the ſaid Levels : It is 

likewiſe Ordered and Decreed, That one Wall 

or Dam, fſball be made crofle the Channel, or 

River of Rother, ator neerthe ſame Gut, being 

new laid as foreſaid, to keep out -the ſea from 

ſwarving the ſame Channel upwards, during the 
time that workmen ſhall be imployed abont the 
enlarging and ſcouring the faid Channel; And 
that the ſaid Sewer thaſi be clearifed and repaired, 
and all ſtops and impediments in-the ſame Sewer, 
ſhall be removed and taken away,by the appoint. 
ment of the ſaid Expenditor.” Iths alſs Ordered 
and Decreed, That with all corvenierit (feet, 
workmen ſhall be ſet'on work by the faid Expen- 
ditor , - for the removing 'the'ſa1d!Gutz making 
the ſame ſtop or damme, and- inlarging 'and 
ſcouring of the ſaid Channel, from(rhe ſaid ſtop 
or Damme'unto 'Loſexhan (Gur, 'tothe breadth 
of forty foot, beſidesten foot fore-Jand , at cach 
ſide. It is alſo Ordered and Decreed, That with 
all convenient ſpeed; the Wall:'and Marſhes be- 
tween the faid Chamel, and the aforeſaid new 

Sewer ſhall be cut ator neer Maitam Ferry, and 

a Damme made there croſs the faid Channel, to 

divert the courſe of the Channel! into the ſaid 

new Sewer, whileſt the ſaid Channel is in _ 
ing 
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ſing or fcouring. 7tems, It is Ordered and De- 
creed, That the ſaid Channel, (hall be likewiſe 
cleanſed and ſcoured , from the ſtop or damme a- 
foreſaid neer Reedivg, unto Oxmney Ferry, where 
peed ſhall be before All-jaints next comming, Te 
is alſo Ordered & Decreed, That the faid Expen- 
ditor hall this preſent. ſpring-time provide one 
thouſand Tuns of Timber, at as good cheap rates 
as he can, and at as convenient places, neer the 
intended Works, as:the ſame may be had. - In 
Witneſſe whereof , we the Commifhoners of 
Sewers, whoſe names are hereunder written to 
either part of this Indented Decree', have ſet our 
hands .and ſeals, the. Day and Year firlh above 
written : | 


Sealed and ſubſcribed, by, 


Fran. Fane, ... William Sedleyy . 
Walter Chute, Thomas Culpeper, 
George Fane, | Richard Shepheard, 


Fran. Barnham, George Phillips, 


4) 

At « Seſſion of Sewers holden at Northiam, in the 

-. County of Suſſex the 16th, day of May in the ſe- 
cond year of the Raigne of our Swveraigne Lord 
Charles, Ge.- before Sr. Nicholas Tufton, Sr. 
Iſaac Sidly, Knights aud Baronets, Sr. John 
Wildigos, Sr. Raph Boſuile, Sr. Alexander 
Culpeper, Sr. Humfry Tufton. Knights, Ro- 
bert Foſter, Jobn Theobald, John Porter , 
William Culpeper, Thomas Dike Eſquires, 
Peter Courthope, Villiam W hite Gertlemer, 

' By vertwe of his Majeſties Commiſſion to us and 
others DireFed bearing date the firſt day of June 
in the firit year of his Majeities Raign in manner 
and forme following, v1z. 


Foraſmuch as at this preſent Seſſion of 

Sewers, as well by Petition and certificate 
of ſeverall perſons abſent , as by complaint 
of divers perſons preſent and juſtly proved, 
the deep drowned lands, lying in Eai# Maitharr, 
Weit Maitham,Newenden, Sandberit, Bodibam, Fw- 
hur#t,Northiam and Beckley , have heretofore been 
ſcotted and Taxed, to pay more money than 
the ſaid Lands are now, or then were worth 
tobe let by the year ,. or more than the Fee- 
ſimple or Inheritance thereof can be fold for, 
and yet neither do nor can receive any profit 
or very little, not proportionable to the hs 
by the ſaid works, for which the ſaid Scots are 
impoſed, whereby many Owners of che ſaid 
Lands are much decayed & hindred, and no Ten» 
nants 


— mals 


KEEL, A, -— T- IS 


(5) 


nants can be procured to occupie the ſaid Lands, 
by reaſon of the greatneſs of the Scots, and many 
fatherleſs children left unprovided for; Of all 
which the Commiſſioners now preſent, by their 
own knowledge & View are ſufficiently aſſured; 
and theretore, accordingly as is petitioned, think 
fit it bercformed, and the ſaid inconveniences 
hereafter prevented, and the exceeding great 
Scots, and little profits accrewing thereby, to 
the owners and Occupiers of the lands in the 
ſaid levells, which may in time to come be 
avoided; The ſaid Commiſſioners therefore do 
now order and decree, that the ſaid Lands, (hall 
not be from henceferth Scotted or Taxed, to 
pay any Scots or Taxes of money to be hereafter 
impoſed or ſet upon all or any of the ſaid Lands 
in the ſaid Levells, more than the Annu- 
all value or Rent of the ſame , are or may be 
let for, and that rateably tothe profit to be re- 
ceived by the work, for which the ſaid Scots are 
to be Taxed and afleſſed (except ſuch Scots only 
as ſhall hereafter be ſet and impoſed for , or con- 
cerning apparent inundations to the utter Joſs 
of the whole levell or greater part thereof. 


Sealed and 
ſubſcribed 
by 
Nicholas Tufton Ra.Boſuile John Theobald 
Iſaac Sedley 7.Wildigos John Porter 
Allex.Culpeper My. T; uſton Thomas Dike 
Will, Culpeper Rob,Foiter Peter Conrtbope 
IVilliam White, 
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K ent Sewers and River of 
R other. 


At a Seſſion of Sewers, holden at Maidſtone the 25, 
of May 1647. by Vertue of a Commi|ſion, bearing 
date the firſt of June, in the firſt zear of the Raign 
of King Charls. 


Hereas at a Seſſion of Sewers, holden 

\ x / at Tenterden, the 15th. of this inſtant 

| May 1627. It appeared unto the Com- 
mſſioners there aſſembled, That by reaſon of the 
great Expences about repairing of ſome dange- 
rous Wracks in the great Sluce, upon Woodruff 
Indraught, and for the avoiding of the great 
prejudice & dammage that might' have. falln up- 
on Romney Marſh ( which by a Decree hereto- 
fore made the Owners of the Lands Taxed to 
the works upon the ſaid River of Rother, aretyed 
and bound to ſecure ) by the ſalt-waters of the 
ſaid Indraught, if the Wals thereof had broken 
(as they were very likely ) if by great charge, 
careand induſtry, it had not been prevented, by 
reaſon whereof, the money formerly due to Mr. 
Alexander Fowle , hath not been paid unto him 
by the Expenditor, as was purpoled and inten- 
ded ; ſothat there is (till owing to the ſaid Alex- 
ander, the ſumme of one thouſand fix bundred 
foure- 
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foureſcore and two pounds, foure ſhillings one 
peny half peny ; befides, other ſummes, due to 
Fdward Henden , Serjeant at Law, and others for 
Indraught Rents, Tythes, and for the Kings Ma- 
jelties proviſion, for the Jands within the ſaid 
Indraught. It is now Ordered and Decreed,T hat 
for diſcharging of the ſaid ſummes of money ſo 
due as aforeſaid, for the looking to the Stuces , 
and doing of fome works of ſuch neceſſity, as 
cannot be without further prejudice delayed or 
avoided, therc ſhall be Levied, Collefted and 
gathered by Sir Fdward Hales, Knight and baro- 
net, Baylift and Treaturer, for the works afore- 
ſaid, or by his Deputy or Deputies, Thirteen 
Scots or Taxes of foure pence the Acre,for all the 
Summer lands, and twelve pence the Acre for all 
the ſurrounded and" loſt lands, lying 'between 
'Oxney Ferry and'V4tham Oake , heretofore (cot- 
ted to the works, upon'the'ſaid River of Rother ; 
The ſaid ſcots to be paid every week one, at ſuch 
place, as the ſaid Balliff or his Depnty-ſhall 
think fit, giving notict' thereof at all fach' Pariſh 
Churches, as hath 'been heretofore tſually accu» 
ſtomed. And it is Ordered & Decreed, That ifany 
perſon or perſons, rated and Taxed as aforefaid ; 
(hal make default of paiment of ſuch'feveral ſums 
of money, as they ſhall be rated and taxedat_as a- 
foreſaid ; That then they & every of they, ſo-ma- 


king default,ſhall forfeit and pay the donbles and 


Wanes of the ſaid ſcots, according to the cuſtome 
of —_ Marſh, or a9 the faid Bayliff or his ſaid 
Deputy ſhall think fir, the firſt of the ſaid Scots 
| to 
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to be due and payable on Tueſday the nineth day 


of June next, - 
Thomas Culpeper, John Hales, 
ohn Fowle, Walter Harlockendey, 
ohn Auiben, Ralph Bufkin, 
George Curtis, John Henden, 


At a Seſſron of Sewers holden at Northiam in the 
County of Suſlex, the eighth day of Augult 1627, 
before the Kight Honourable Nicholas Lord Tuf- 
ton, Sr. John Shelley Knight and Baronet, Sr, 
John Wildegos Kzigbt, John Theobald, \\'il- 
liam Culpeper, and Thomas Dike t ſquires. By 
vertne of bis Majeities Commiſſion to us, and 0- 
thers dire@ed, bearing date the firſt tay of Junc 
in the firſt year of the Raign of our ſoverargne 
King Chailes, , 


V Hereas it appeared by Mr. Allexander 
Y  Fowle his laſt accompt that he made at 
Tenterden, T hat the ſcotable Lands ſewing into 
the Hiver of Rother were indebted tothe ſaid Mr, 
Fowle, the ſumme of 24col. or thereabouts, for 
which the ſix and twentieth of 4ngyſt 1625, 
there 


am vs 


there were ſeventeen Channell ſcots granted 
viz. of all the drowned Lands twelve pence the 
Acre, and of all the ſommer lands, foure pence 
the Acre, which ſaid (cots with two indraught 
ſcots; received by Mr.Sammel Curtis late expen- 
ditor, doth amount unto 30151. 2s, 10d. out of 
which the ſaid Mr. Cxrtis hath paid unto Mr. 
Alexander Fowl,as appeareth by his accompt only 
7481. 8s. 9d. and ſothe debt duc unto Mr, Fowle 
is now, as by Mr. Curtis his accompt appeareth, 
16821, 45. 1d. ob. for the payment , whereot 
at a Seſſions of Sewers holden at Maidſtone, the 
twenty fifth. May 1627. it was decreed that there 
ſhould be thirteen ſcots leavied, amounting une 
to 20631. or thereabouts, being twelve pence the 
acre for drownd Lands,& four p-nce the ſommer 
Lands, which ſaid ſum of 2063]. being much 
more than will pay Mr, Fow/:r, and becauſe the 
{aid accompt is yery imperfec, leaving out the 
dayes of payment of ſcverall ſums, being very 
matcriallz and becauſe we are very deſirous that 
Mr. Fowl ſhould be fatished for ſo much as he and 
Mr. Curtis hath onely laid out to prevent the In- 
undations, if any were ſince the fix and twentieth 
of May 1626, \Vedo order and decree, in con- 
{irmation of that order, that the wet Levellsſbajl 
pay the uttermoſt value that: hath been made 
thereot ever l1ace, and no more, and it there be 
any apparent danger of Inundations at :any 
time hereafter, orneceſlity of more (cots, we or- 
der that the drowned Lands (hall pay an equal! 

C proportion 
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proporcion by the Acre, with the reſt of the ſco-» 
table Lands, and-no more. 
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The preſentment of {ichard Sharpe Gentleman,and 
his fellow Jurors, ſworn & os pr at'a Selſaon 
of Sewers holden at Newenden the tenth day of 
Aprill laſt paf? before Sr. Edward Hales Knight 
and Barronet, Sr.'Thomas NS Jon Fowle 
Knights, John Porter, Thomas Dike, William 

White E-/quires, and Richard Cockram Major 

of Rye, Commilſioners of Sewers for the River of 
other , and certain Limits thereunto adjoynine 

within the Counties of Kent and Suſſex, given up 
at Sandherſt in4he ſaid Conmty of Kent the eigh- 
reenth day y Sept. 1627, to his Majeſties Com. 
miſſroners there aſſembled in manner and form 
followipg, viz. 


Mprimis, the ſaid Jurors, (having peruſed the 

ſaid Channel or River of Rother, together with 
the leſſer Rivers running into the ſame)do pre- 
ſent that It is requiſite and neceſſary that the 
Haſlocks,Coares and ſeates of the old damms in 
the ſaid Charnel from Udihan 0ak to Eboxy Gut, 
where need is, be clenſcd, ſcoured, and caſt out 


of 


ER 


a 
ofthe ſame, and that the ſaid Channell be year. 
ly weeded where need ſhall require, for the 
more free and better paſſage of the warer ſew- 
ing in, and by the ſaid River and Channel, 


Ttem, The ſaid [urors preſent, that Kent River, 
Hatck ſden Rivers, and all other the {mall Rivers 
iſluing into the ſaid Channel or River of Rother 
are very much ſwarved; to the great prejudice 
and annoyance of the Levels and Marſh-lands ly- 
ing and adjoyning to each fide of the ſaid 
Rivers, 


Item, \\ hereas by a view lately taken of Old 
IWood-rufſe ; it appeareth unto the ſaid Jurors, 
That the ſaid Indraught cannot be uſed for.the 
ſaid purpoſe, without an extraordinary annuall 
charge, as (by former experience thereof) 1s too 
well known to many of the ſaid Jurors; and if 
the walles of the ſaid indraught (now much'fret- 
ted and broken) ſhould be repaired, it could not 
be uſed but at ſuch times as the weather is very 
calm by reaſon the greateſt and moſt chargable 
\Wall, together with diverſe other parcels of 
\\ all about the ſame, 'doth ſtand upon ſuch low 
zround, that when the water is at loweſt;the feats 


_ of the ſame VWals are never ebbed dry ;: There- 


tore the ſaid Jurors do preſent, That for the pre- 
venting of further charge, about repairing and 
maintaining of the ſaid Wall, and the avoiding 
C2 the 
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the great dammage and prejudice which may 
happen to Romney Marſh, it will be fit aud necel- 
ſary 3 That the main and principall part of the 
ſaid Indraught be no longer uſed for the {aid pur- 
poſe 3 and that it be Walled and ſhut off with 
all convcnierit ſpeed, at or neer the place where 
Chapple- hook- bridge did lately Ives And that the 
neck of the (aid Indraught (which containeth by 
e(timation about Thirty five Acres) be ulcd for 
a freſh Indraught, and if after experience there- 
of had, it (hall not prove (ufficient tor the clean - 
ſiny, ſcouring and keeping open of the ſaid Chan - 
nel, from the ſtop down- wards; That then it 
will be needfull and neceſlury,- to let in the falt 
Waters in the Spring-tides at full-ſea, when the 
water is cleared, which may be peat in untill al- 


moſt half ebb; And then let out to run with. 


violenee upon the bottome of the ſaid Channc1l, 


Tterr, The ſaid Jurors preſent , That ir is moſt 
neceſlary and convenient , the wreck in the Splay 
of the great freſh water-f{luce,be with all ſpced re- 
paired and amended; and that there be two ſut- 
ficient Groins made from the Corner poſts of 
the ſaid (play, towards the (ca, ſo far as need ſhall 
require, forthe ſtrengthipg and ſecuring of the 
ſaid {Juce, : 

Item, Whereas by reaſun of extraordinary 
!Jolent ſtorms and inundations of the fea and 
freſh waters, Alexander Fowle Gentleman, hereto - 
fore 
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fore cxpenditor for the ſaid works, was ſudden - 
ly conſtrained to disbarſe great fums of money, 
for the | rc ſervation of the ſaid fluces,, and the 
picvention of drowning Komney Marſb,, and |g=, 
ther Maiſh-lands ad joy rings tor the preſervation 
and (ccurity. whereot , Al: the viarfh=Jands (cots 
ted and taxcd to il atorctaid \'\ orks, are itriutly 
tycd and enpageds As by a Decric ut the, Cum 


miſtioners tor the laid > orks, nn. doth 2nd way , 


appcar: And for as much as a great part of tke 
{.1d ſurr.ns 1s as yet unpaid, as by the ſeveral! ace 
COmPpts of *..zzmct Curtis Cinitemen , OW Nayor 
Of Lenterden, hind the fajd Alexinder it doth and 
may appears The wine where, Lath aheady 
buen cxcceding projiidionll unto the ltd Alex 
ardert, and the further to:boarmnce thercot may 
be his utter oyerthrow 140.0) tio | U5 1 uckore 
the ſaid jurors preſent. Þ haz they Lold it giokt noe 
celflary (and Inunbly delite) that the Commitllio« 
ners will be plcatcd to take into their erious cons 
ſiderations, that ſume ſpeedy courſe be gaken 
for the payment of ſuch funms as remain due un. 
tohim, with ſuch iutercſt and allowznce for his 
travel] and cxypences, about the taking up of the 
ſaid moneys, as (hall be thought reaſonable, 


And as touching the bcr;efie and profit which 
all the ſeveral! Level!s and Marſh.lands Scotted 
to the aforeſaid works, have received thereby,the 
ſaid Jurors do preſent that the Lands from Farn- 
bill Wailto Redding terry onthe (ide of the Chan- 
C 3 ne] 
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nel nextTenterden,and all the ſomer-lands on the 
other ſide of the Channel over againſt the ſame, 
and from thence to Blackborne-groyne have recei- 
ved the greateſt benefit by the ſaid worksz and 
that all the ſomer-lands from the aforeſaid Lands 
upwards, to the end of all the Scottable Lands , 
thenext greateſt benefits by the ſaid works, and 
that Sherley-mroore and Eboney- levell have received 
the next beſt benefit by the ſaid Works ; being 
thereby preſerved and ſecured. And that all 
the Drowned Lands Scotted and Taxed at 
rwelve pence the Acre, have received much le(s 
benefit than any of the ſeveral Levels or Marſh- 
lands before mentioned. 

Items, the ſaid Jurors preſent (conſidering the 
yreat charge of the Lands Scotted heretofore at 
twelve pence the Acre, and the ſmall profit, the 
{aid Lands have received. ) That it is moſt ne- 
ce(lary and requiſite, that from henceforth all 


the Marſh-lands as well Sommer-lands, as Wet- * 


lands heretofore Scotted and Taxed, to the ſaid 
Works upon the ſaid River of Rother, be Taxed 
at one and the ſame rate by the Acre, and by 
one and the ſame Meaſurement, by the Rod of 
ſixteen foot and a halt, towards the cleanfing 
and preſerving of the Channel, the maintenance 
ofthe Indraught and SJuces, and all other pay- 
ments and disburſements, tor the general works 


whatſoever. And as touching the Scotting of 


the Lands for the time paſt, being. done by tor- 
: ' mer 


p 
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A Seſſuon of Sewers, holden at Sandherſt , in the 
County of Kent , the 18th. day of September, 
Anno Dom. 162", before the Right Honourable, 
Nicholas Lord Tufton, Sir Edward Hales, Kt. 
and Baronet , Sir John Wildigos, Sir John 
Fowle, Sir Walter Roberts, Knights ; Sa- 
muel Boys, Edward Chute, 'and Thomas 
Dike, Eſquire»; by Virtue of his Majeſiies 
Commiſſion to us and others direted , bearing 
date the first day of June, fn the firſt year 
ph the. :Raign. of our Soveraigh Loyd Charles, 

fy MAT 4 


V | * wm thereare certain Differences, 

between the Commiſſioners of Sew- 
ers, for the Works upon the River of Rother, 
it is Ordered and decreed, that for the finall en- 
ding and determining of all the ſaid differences , 
there ſhall be two Lawyers choſen, under the de- 
grees of Serjeants, by the Lord Tufton, Sr, Walter 
Roberts, and Mr. Dike, or any two of them, and 


two other Lawyers of the ſame Ranke by Sr. F4- 


ward tales, Sr.1homas Culpeper, and Sr. John H les, 
or any twoofthem, and it the ſaid Lawyersto 
whom it ſhall be referred ; ſhall not end the ſaid 
differences; Then the Lord Cheif Baron is to 
be intreated to be Umpire to Determine the 
ſame; and ſuch end as the ſaid Lawyers to be 
named , or any three of them ſhall ſet down un- 
der their Hands and Seals, before the end of 
next 
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next Term , ſhall binde the ſaid patties, and all 
others, whom it doth or ſhall concern; And if 
the ſaid Lawyers, or any three of them, ſhall not 
agree in Opin. on concerning the ſaid Differeaces, 
and the end to be made of the ſaid Differences , 
then ſuch end as the Lord Chief Baron, and 
two of the aforeſaid Lawyers, ſhall ſet down, as 
aforeſaid, under their hands and ſeales, by the 
time aforeſaid , ſhall firmly binde all the ſaid 
parties, and all others, whom it may or doth 
concern. 


Nicholas 7 "7 Walter Roberts 
Edward Haler Samnell Boys * 
John Wildigos Fdward Chute 
John Fowle Thomas Dike 


The caſe drawn up by the Referrees upon Hear- 
ing of the Objefions and Anſwers on both 
parts; And aſſented unto and {Wes hy the - 
Lord Tufton, Sr. Edward Hales, Sr, Walter 

;Roberts, and Sr. Thomas Culpeper, vis, 


He Levells of Newender, Farnhbil), Dombarne, 

Kenehill;,,. and Sherleys - moore. {ew \nto!; 
the River of Kother, but, at ſeverall,phices, ac-: 
cording as they lie neerer or further from the ſea, 
and as ſeverall bodies were formerly governed 
by ſeverall Commiſſions of Sewers. 


Newenden Lands were drowned.and Joſt, F4 


' 
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bill, Dombarne, and | Kenchill, much MECavcd i... ——_ 


Us) 
Sherleys-more and Eboniein danger to be ſurroun- 
ded and loſt, if ſome courſe were not taken for 
preſerving the ſame. 

$herleys-meore did time outof minde for alldrayn- 
ings and water-works Scot by an eighteenth 
foot pole to the Rod, but were during all that 
time governed by a particular Commiſſion, only 
Scotted amangſt themſelves, but how the other 
Leyells were Scotted, or whether they were Scot- 
ted at all or not, being for the moſt part under 
\Water, we know not. 

A worke was propounded for the generall 
good of all the aforeſaid lands;& it was then con» 
ceived Newander-level/ might thereby be regained, 
Farnhil, Dombarse and Kewchil/reſtored , Eboney 
and Sherleys-moore preſerved. 

And it was then for the furtherance of this 
work , propounded and deſired by ſome of the 
owners of the drowned lands, that all thoſele- 
vells might be joyned in one Commiſſion, which 
was done accordingly, although the Owners of 
Sbevleys.moore did then conceive, that they could 
have preſerved themſelves at an eafjer rate, than 
by Joyuing with the wet levells. 

After many meetings and conſultations about 
theWorkes to bedone,and leavies to be made for 
doing the ſame, by the ſpace of three years, after 
ſuch Commiſſion taken out , becauſe 1t was con- 
ceived that the benefit would be farr greater to 
the drowned lands, than to Sherleys-more and the 
other Sommer lands 
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The firſt of 0Gober the eleventh of King Jewe: 
by divers Commiſſioners, owners of the drowned 
lands and decaying lands, divers works were de. 
creed to be done, and twenty Scots,decreed to be 
levied for performance thereof, at twelve pence 
the acre for the drowned lands, fonre pence the 
acre for the ſommer lands, and two pencethe 
acre for the winter lands, with a proviſo that 
ſuch of thoſe lands as were held by Farmers, who 
had leaſes for above Ten years, ſhould pay theſe 
Scots, if under ten years, then two parts d be 
paid by the owners & the third part by theLeſlces. 

Afterwards at ſeyerall Seflions of Sewers 
by Commiſſioners, owners in all the faid le- 
vells, other works were decreed to be done, and 
many Scots granted, at the rates of twelve pence 
and tour pence the acre, and the works done, and 
the Scots paid accordingly. 

Sherleys-more paid all the Scots after the rate of 
eighteen foot to the pole,and the'otherLevells af- 
ref the rate of ſixteen foot and a half, but this dif- 
ference in meaſure, was not known todivers ow- 
ners of the wet levels untill the yeare 1618 and 
from that time to this, hath been alwayes com. 
plained of, 

Afterwardsat a Seſſion of Sewers holden at 
Aſpford in June 1618 it was complained of by di- 
vers,& deſired, that Sherleys-more might be newly 
admeaſaured, becauſe it hath ever ſince that Com- 
mifſionScotted by a largerPole than the otherLe- 
vells, It was then —_ fit and decreed, that 

: 3 it 
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it ſhould be put off till there were a meeting of 
Sewers at Tenterden. 

And the thirteenth of September 1620,at a Se(- 
flion of Sewers holden at Texterden, It was moved 
by ſome of the Commiſſioners, that Sherleys- more 
might be newly admeaſured, becauſe itScotted by 
a farger acre than the other level]s,but anſwer was 
thereunto made, that it was a principall motive 
that the owners and Farmers of Sherleys- more, did 
firſt yield to be included in the ſaid Commiſſion, 
30 regard their lands werc antient]y Scotted by a 
larger acre than the other levells; and that it was 
then agreed the ſame ſhould be ſo continued,and 
therefore it was thought fit and carried by the 
plurality of voices of the Commiſlioners, that no 
new admeaſurement ſhould be made of Sherleys, 
more , but this was not entred 'as a decree, nor 
ſubſcribed by any of the Commiſſioners. 

Afterwards divers works were decreed, and 
Scots granted/atthe rates, of twelve pence and 
four pence as aforeſaid, without any new admea- 
ſurement, or mencion of any difference in mea- 
ſure, and the Scots paid accordingly. 

In May 1622. ſome owners of the drowned 
and ſommer- lands deſired, that an jndraught 
might be 1nade at #oodrizff, and a (top, in the cha- 
nel] at Thorney Wall, which. was then conceived 
would drye all the drowned lands; and, thereus 
pon by conſent of the (Commiſſioners, owners jn, 
the'!aid levels, a leaſt for thirty one years;wasiga* 
kenot Mr.Setjeant Henden of Woodruff ip (venty 
"1 6 <6 OUre 
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foure of the Commiſſioners names at 180], per am. 

Rent, and an indraught mac there, and a (top at 
Thorney Wall, and all the levels by decree are to 
make good all damages that ſhal come to Romney 
and Walland- marſh,by reaſon of this indraught. 

Twenty fixth of Argu5? 1625. It was decreed 
that theRent of 180].ſhould be paid yearly during 
the time /YVoodryff ſhould be imployed to that 
uſe out of two indraughtScots granted at the rate 
of twelve pence and four pence, as aforeſaid, 

After this divers works were decreed, and Scots 
granted at the rates aforeſaid, and the workes 
were done and the Scots- paid, 

But the drowned levels received littie, or no 
benefit thereby, although they had paid more in 
SCots than twice or thrice ſo much as their Jands 
are now worth to be (old, 

Thereupon divers of the Commiſſioners the 
twentie (1xth of 1/ay 1626. made a decree, that 
from that time, the drowned lands ſhould not te 
ſcotted in any one year, at more than the annuall 
Value or rent thereof, unleſs it were to prevent 
apparent inundations to the utter lofſe of the 
whole levell or greater part thereof. 

After there hapned an Extraordinary Tide :nd 
divers ſtormes, which indangered the great fſice 
and indraught Valls,which colt above 2ccol,and 
it theſe hurcs and wracks had not beenforth- 
with repaired, it would have coſt theilevels 
twice or thrice ahnuch m dammages doneto 
Romney Marſh and I alland Marſh. . 
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'{he fiftecnth of 2/4y 1629 divers Commiſion - 
ers met, ata Scſſion of Sewers at Tenterden, confi- 
deration was taken how the faid 200cl. ſhould be 
levied, and becauſe few Commiſhoners Owners 
of the drowned lands were then there, They de- 
creed aSeflion ofSewers ſhould be holden at Maid- 

ſtone, the twenty fifth of the ſame Moneth, and 
that notice thereof ſhould be given to the Com- 
miſſionors, eſpecially ſach as were owners of the 
levels, ſcoted and taxed to the ſaid works, which 
was done accordingly. 

The twenty fifth of May 1627. For diſcharging 
of the ſaid 20ccl.ſo expended, the Commiſhoners 
granted 13.Scots,at the rates of 12d.& 4d.the acre 
theſe 13. Scots amounted to more then three or 
foure years value of the drowned lands, which the 
owners thereof refuſed to pay, becauſe it was con. 
trary to the order of twenty (ixth of May 1626, 

For reconciling of all differences, a Seffion of 
Sewers was appointed at Crazbrook the ſeventh of 
Augui# 1627, where twenty two Commiſſioners 
met, and the matters in difference were long de- 
bated, ſome of the Commiſſioners went away 
without declaring of what opinion they were, o- 
thers were for payment of the ſaid thirteen Scots, 
and thereſt againſt it, and infine Tenn of the 
laid Commiſhoners, nine of them being of 'the 
 _ foure of them that made the decree 
twentyhtth of 34ay,1627 did ratifie the ſaid decree 
of 25. May,for payment of the ſaid thirteen ſeots. 

The ſaid ſeventh of Auguſt, Maſter Diks, one of 
the 


(23) 
the Commiſſioners did ſpeake to Cogger, the 
Clerke of the Sewers to bring his book of De- 
crees the next day to Northiam to theLord Tuftor, 
which hedid, and the Lord T»ftox told Maſter 
Fowle, one other Commiſſioner, that he would 
meet the next day at Northiam. 


The next day being the eighth of A»gu/t,fix of 
the Commiſſioners which were preſent the day 
before at Cranbrook, three of them being of the 
Hvorum, and four of them owners of the drow- 
ned lands, without other notice given to any of 
the Commiſſioners, other than as aforeſaid, met 
at Northiam and decreed, That the drowned le- 
vels ſhould pay the utmoſt value that had been 
made thereof, ſince the twentyſixth of M zy 1626 
and no more; and if there were any apparent in- 
undations at any time, then after, or neceſſity of 
more Scots, that then the drowned lands ſhould 

ay an equall proportion by the acre, with the 
ar of hs (corbletends ond no more, 
Dneitions, 

1. By what meaſure, by the decrees and pro» 
ceedings aforeſaid, Sherleys-woore _ to pay 
for the repaire of the indraught, and the rent due 
for the ſame,and other works decreed to be done 
as aforeſaid. 

2.If it were admitted,that $herleys- woore ſhould 
meaſure and pay by a pole of ſixteen foot and a 
half, whether any courſe can now be taken by ' 
vertue of the ſaid decrees, to make the now new 
OWners 
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owners and oCccupiers thereof to pay all the Arre- 
rages thereof,(ince the firſt of 0Fober the eleventh 
of King -Jame-. 

z. If the Indraught at Woodruff be left off and 
nat uſed, and other new works of recovery and 
preſervation undertaken, how and by what rates 
the rentſhall be paid, and the charge of ſuch 
works borne hereafter by the decrees aforeſaid. 

4. Whether lands may be ſcotted above the 
yearly value thereof. 

5. Whether the decree of the eighth of Auguſt 
be good in law. 


An agreement Tripartite indented, made by John 
Glanvile Eſquire, Henry Clatke i /quire, Ralph 
VWhitfeildE/quire,and Edward Litleton Eſquire, 
the ſixteenth day of February 1627. for recon- 
ciling of all differences concerning or about the 
Taxes, former orders , deerees and works concer- 
ning the River of Rother according to a reference 
to therws heretofore made by the Comm ſſtoners of 
Sewers for the River of Rother, 


T is agreed that all Indraught Scots which are 
| Bebe and payable before this day, ſhall be 
paid at the old rates, viz, twelve pence the acre 
for the wet lands, and four pence the acre for the 


dry lands, And 
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And that. the firſt ten,of the thirteen Scots 
granted for the ſaid works, ſhall'be paid at the 
rates of twelve pence and foure pence the acre ag 
the ſame are granted. 
And that three of the ſaid thirteene ſcots,which 
are appointed to be payable laſt, ſhall be diſchar- 
ed, 
: And that there ſhall be no new admeaſurement 
of Sherleys-moore, but the ſame ſhall alwayes ſcot 
by the larger acre, as formerly it hath done, 

And that all ſcots to be granted, for the In-- 
draught and for payment of the reſidue of the 
money already laid forth; or owing for works 
done,and for all workes hereafter tobe done,ſhall 
be granted and paid equally at the rates oftwelve 
pence, {ix pence, four pence, or two pence the 
acre, as occaſion ſhall 1equire, as well for the ſom- 
mer lands and dry lands, as for the drowned and 
wet lands. 


In witneſs whereof the ſaid John Glanvile, Henry 
Clarke, Ralph Whitfeild, and Edward Little- 
ton have to every parte of theſe preſents ſeverally 
ſet their hands and ſeales, the day and year firſt a- 
bove written. | 

\ \ 


\ 
" 


Signed and ſealed by, | Y 
obn Glanvill” Rilph Whitford: 
nn Clarke, Etward LiMfeton' 


E We 
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We whoſe names are here under written do a- 
gree to the agreement within written. 


Nichelas Taftox Edward Hales . 
Thomas Culpeper Vralter Roberts 
John Hales Thomas Dike 
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K ent Sewers and River. of 


R other. 


A Seſſron of Sewers holden atTenterden the eleventh 

a March in the third year of the Raigne of King 

harles, By vertue of a Commiſſion bearing date 

the first of June in the firſt year of the ſaid Kings 
Raigne. 


WW Hereas heretofore divers queſtions and 
differences have been betweene the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers for the River 
of Rother, how and by what meaſure or acre Sher- 
leys-more,hath and ought toScot and pay towards 
the works done, and to be done, upon and about 


the ſaid River of Rother, for the good of the ſe» - 
veral] 
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yerall Levels of Sherleys- more, cron & Farnehil , 


Dombarne and Newenden; and other lands within 
the extent of the Commiſſion of Sewers for the 
ſaid River; and whether there ſhould be any new 
admeaſurement of Sherleys-more,and at what rate 
all the lands within the compaſs of the ſaid Com- 
miſtion, ' ſhall hereafter Scot for the works 
hereafter to be done,as. alſo whether the Decrees 
hereafter menticioned or any of them, and 
how many of them were good in Law,and legally 
made, v1z, A decree made at a Seſhion of Sewers 
holden atTerterden the twenty ſixth day of Auguſt 
1625. forthe granting of two indraught Scots 
yearly, at foure pence the acre for the ſommer- 
lands and twelve pence the acre for the ſurroun- 
ded and loſt lands, for the diſcharging of the rents 
of the Indraught and doing of neceſſa- 
ry works about the ſaid Indraught, and a decree 
made at Northiam the twenty ſixth of May 1626, 
that from that time the drowned Lands ſhould 
not.be ſcotted in any one year at more than the 
-annuall value or rent thereof; unlefle it were to 
prevent apparent inundations, to the utter loſle 
of the whole levell or greater part thereof, and a 
decree made at a Seſſion of Sewers holden at Tem- 
terden, the fifthtenth of May laſt paſt, whereby 
it was Ordered that a Seſſion of Sewers ſhould be 
holden at Maidſrone the twenty fifth of. the: ſaid 
Moneth of - May laſt paſt 3 And a Decree made at 
a Scſhon of Sewers holden at Maidſtone , the ſaid 
twenty fifth of May laſt paſt; whereby thirteen 
Scots were granted of foure pence the Acre for = 
tne 
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the ſomme1-lands, and twelve pence the Acre for 
all the ſurrounded & loſt Jands, lying between 0x 
ney Ferry and 0diam Oake, formerly ſcotted tothe 
works upon the ſaid river of Rother,at ſuch times, 
& in ſuch manner,as in the ſaid Decree is menrio+- 
ned; And one Decree made at a' Seflion of Se» 
wers holden at Cranbrook the ſeventh day of A4«- 
gt laſt paſt, which ratified and confirmed the 
ſaid Decree made at MaidfFone, the twenty fifth 
of May laſt ; And a Decree , made at Nor- 
thizm the eighth day of Augui7 laft paſt, in afhr- 
mance of the aforeſaid Decree of the t wenty ſixth 
day of May 1626, for the ending fand determin- 
ing of all which queſtions and differences; Ic 
was Decreed at a Seffion of Sewers, holden at 
Sandherit the eighteenth day of September laſt 
paſt, that ther&ſhould be two Lawyers choſen, 
under the Degree of Serjeants, by the Right Ho- 
nourable Nicholas Lord Tuſton, Sir Walter Roberts, 
Knights and Thomas Dike Eſquire , Orany. two 
of thems and two other Lawyers of the ſame 
rank , by Sir Edward Hales, Knight and Barronet 
Sir Thoxas Culpeper, Knight, and Sir John Hales, 
Knight; and ſuchend as the ſaid Lawyers ſo to 
be named ,! or any three of them ſhould ſet down, 
under their hands and ſeals, before the end of 
Michaelwaſs Term laſt paſt, ſhould binde all the 
ſaid parties, and all others whom it did or ſhould 
concerns And whereas afterwards in purſuance 
ofthe ſaid Decree, the ſaid Lord Tuftor, Sit Wal- 
ter Roberts and Mr, Dike, did nominate and choſe 


Hegry 


(ag 
Henry Clarkgand Fdward M8 Eſquires,Coun- 
fellours at Law, and theſaid Sir Edward Hales, Sir 
ThomaiCulpeper , and Siv Job Hales, did; nomi- 
nate and chole jobs Glanwill and Ralph W bitfeild, 

'Eſquires + Counſellours | at Law3: And the faid 
Jobn Glanvile, Henry Clark, Kalph Why feild, and 
+4ward Littleton, having' heard the ObjeGions, 
Allegations, and Reaſons of bath parts touching 
and concerning the forefaid queſtions and diffe- 
rences, they did draw a Caſe in Writing ſetting 
down there under all the queſtions made there- 
upon 3 which Caſe ſo drawn, was fully agreed 
upon by all parties, and ſigned under the hand- 
writing of th.c ſaid Lord Tufton, Sir Edward Hales, 
Sir Thomas Culpeper, and Sir Walter Roberts ; .but 
the ſaid Caſe being of great conſequence, both 
for the payment preſent and future, .and of much 
difficulty, thcre could be no determination, nor 
reſolution made upon the ſame, before the end of 
laſt Adichaelmaſs Term ; whereupon it, was agreed 
by the ſaid Lord Tefton, Sir Edwerd Hales, Sir 1ho. 

141 Culpeper, Sir Walter Roberts, Sir Jobs Hales and 
Maſter D:ke, and others of the principal Commil- 

fioners for the ſaid Levels, that the ſaid foure 

Counſellours at -Law ſhould have further time 

for ending and determining of the aforeſaid que- 

ſtions and differences ; and that ſuch end, deter- 
mination or agreement, as they ſhould ſet down 
under their hands and ſeals,ſhould binde as atore- 
ſajzd : VWhereupon the ſaid John Glanvle, Ralph 
W bitfield, Henry Clarke and Edward Littleton; atter 
E 3 long 
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- long and mature deliberation, [having ſeriouſly 
weighed and conſidered of allthe Objections; ;Al- 
legations and Reaſons of bath parts, they did fyl- 
ly conclude and Agree, and ſo Declare by Inden. 
ture Tripartite under their hands and ſeals, the 
ſeventeenth day of February laſt paſt, That all In- 
draught-ſcots , which: were granted and payable 
before that day , ſhould be paid at the old rate, 
viz, twelye pence the Acre for the wet-lands, 
and foure pence the Acre tor the dry lands. And 
that the firſt ten of the thirteen ſcots, granted for 
the faid workes ſhould be paid at the rates ob 
twelye pence and fourc pence the Ac e, as-the 
ſame were then granted. And that three of the 
ſaid thirteen ſcots, which were appointed to be 
payable laſt, ſhould be diſcharged. And that 
there ſhould be no new admeaſurement of Sher- 
leys-more, but the ſame ſhould aliwayes ſcot by 
the largerAcre,as formerly it hath done, And that 
all ſcots to be granted for the Indraught, and for 
| payment of the relidue of the.money, before that 
time laid forth or owing for works done, and for 
all works then after tobe done, ſhould be gran- 
ted and paid equally at the rate of twelve pence, 
ſix pence, foure pence, or two pence the Acre, as 
occaſion ſhould require, as well for the ſommer- 
lands and dry lands, as for the drowned and wet- 
lands, as by the. ſaid. Indentures Tripartite un- 
der their hands and ſeals, now ſhewed forth ap- 

peareth. ) (hi; 6 Data} 11975 | 
It'is therefore in purſuance ofthe ſaid Agree- 
EZ ment 
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ment and end, ſo made 8 the ſaid Mr. Glawuill, 
Mr,Whitfi-ld Mr.Clark,and Mr, Littleton, Ordered 
and -Decreed, that all Indraught ſcots, which were 
granted & payableheforethe 1 5, day of. February, 
laſt paſt,, ſhall be paid. at the gl 1486s, 2k. twelve 
pence the Acre for the wet lan dy ,and foure pence 
the Acre. for dry lands. And that thoſe ten ofthe 


aforeſaid thirteen ſcots granted , as aforelaid; and | 
which were, appoinged to. be paid firſt, ſhall be. 


forthwith paid at the rates of twelve pence and 
foure pence the Acre, as the ſame are grafted, 
And that the other three of the ſaid thirteen ſcots 
which were appointed to be paid Jaſt, ſhall be agd 
are hereby diſcharged, and ſhall never, be paid. 
And that there ſhall be no new admeaſurement of 
Sherleys moore, but the ſame ſhall alwayes here- 
after (cot by the larger Acre, as formerly it hath 
done; And that all (cots which ſhall hereaftes be 
granted and paid for the Indraught , and for pay - 
ment of the reſidue of the money aircady laid 
forth, or owing for works done, and for all works 


hereafter to be done, ſhall be granted and paid er. , 
qually at the rate of tFelve pence, (1x pence, toure .. 
pence and two pence the Acre; ;as occaſion ſhall -. 


require, as well for the ſommer-Jands, and dry 
lands, as for the drowned and wet lands. 

And itis further Ordered, That ſych as have 
paid all the ſajd thirteen. fcats, or above ten of 


of them, ſhall be repaid ſo mapy of the ſaid ſeots, .. 
a oF: them: And far, 


as they have ſo,pal | 
as MuCh as there are,many, who have nat padns 
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{aid thirteen ſcots', (oF. of them; It 13 theres 
fore Ordered, that arweltall the ſaid whole ten: 
ſcots;or fo many thereof, = node atd; _ 
one Indrau t {cot \former if Rtoby ps 
foureteen m_ before Mg tbe 
paid to M: Bumfry Wightwick oe- =_ Ye | 

teyden,upon Twelday the firft of Apriſnexy; at the ' 
rates 'of t welvepegnoe theacre forthe drown'd'laridy 
arid foure pence the Acrefor-the' ſornmet fatids, 

as' they- weie firſt granted! givihgnotite thereof 
at all ſuch ſeveral Parifh Churches, as have been 
heretofore uſually accuſtomed: 'And it is Otdered 
&Deercee,that al ſuch perſon and perſons as ſhall! 
make dethult 'of payrnentof the ſfaitften ſcots; or | 
any of them,” or of the ſaid Tidraughe ſcot, at rhe 
time and- phace aforementioned and appointed, 
thiatthen every ſuch perſon and perſons, ſomia- 
king default; ſhall forfeir and pay the doubles atid 
wanGs of the ſkid ſcots, according tothe Cuftome 
of Rimmney marſh. 

Item 1s Ordered and Decreed, that for the 
paytnent of the Indraughit, Rents, Officers Wages 
and doing of neceflary works about the 'faid A | 
dravght, there ſhall be one Scot bf twelve 
the Acre;as well of the ſomer and dry lands 4s alſo 
of all the emo and wet lands ' heretofore 
Scotted to gg ori the River ork re, 


levied , E # chered by 'SE dork n 
Hat ron hit de Sins uo 


Hales Rh 
patic, ic'$tbt, ſhal Yo alt to 
phe: be Wightwick'ott "bſtlay the viſt pron 


Items 


Ttem, It 1s Ordered and Decreed, that there 
ſhall be alſo Levjed, , Collegted, and Gathered 
three Channell Scors of rwelve pence the Acre as 
well of all the fommer Jands and dry larids; agalſo 
for all the ſurrounded and I6fſt Jands heretofore 
ſotted tothe works, upon the River of Rother 

by Sir Edward Her, Knight and Baronet, Bailiff 
for the works, upon the ſaid River, or by his De- 
puty or Deputies to be paid every tortnight one; 
the firſt ſcot to be paid upon T weſday the eighth 
day of 4pril next, giving notice thereofat all ſuch 
Pariſh Churches, as hath been heretofore uſually 
accuſtomed - And if any perſon or perſons, rated 
and Taxed as aforeſaid,ſhall make default of pay- 
ment of ſuch ſeverall ſum of money, or any part 
thereof,as they are Rated and Taxed,as aforeſaid, 
That then he or they, ſo refuſing to pay theit faid 
ſcots , ſhall forfeit and pay the Doubles 'and 
Wanes of their ſaid Scots, according to the cub 
ſtome of Kommney Marſh ; or as the ſaid Bailiff ſhall 
thinke fit, IST LM 


Edward Hales, Walter Roberts, 
Thomas Culpeper, TJobn' Hales, 
Samuel Short, Edward Chute, 
Alexandcr Fowle; Thomas Dike. 
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A T a Seſſion of Sewers holden at Apledore the 

fourth day of Aug»ſ#1629.and alſo at aSeſſion 
of Sewers holden at Maidore, the fourteenth of 
March 1629. the ſaid Decree of the eleventh of 
March, was ratified and confirmed, both which 
Seflion of Sewers were held principally in order 
to the carrying af the water of the upper Levels, 
through Witerſpaw Levels, and were made depen- 
ding the Treatie, between the ſeveral! Commit- 
tees of thaſe Levels, by virtue of an Order from 
the then Lord keeper of the great Seale of Fng- 
lawd: Between the eleventh of March, 1629. And 
the twentieth of February, 1633, The Right Ho- 
nourable, Nicholas Earle of Theannet, Lawrence Peirs, 
Thawas Dike, John Rromfeild Eſquires, Alexander 
Fewle Gentleman, and others, Commiſſioners and 
Owaers of veryConliderable lntercſts,in the deep 
drowned Lands, and privicto all before menti- 
oned preceedings,departed this life, leavingtheir 
ſeverall Heires reſpeQively, under the age of 
twenty one years or very young, and wholly Ig- 
norant of the Preayſcs, | 


At 


A T a Seſſion on wma (= at Tenterden, _ 
*\ twenty cighth day of February, 1633. Eight 
fax” nn of whom ſeyen Ar ſorereſſed 
in the Summer-lands, And foure of them had 
ſealed and ſubſcribed the ſaid Decree, of the ele- 
venth of March, (which I well know, being pre- 
ſent at this Seſſion)without any view of Commilſ- 
ſfioners, or preſentment of Jurors ( as have 
ever been accuſtomed in ſuch caſes) Decreed ten 
Scots to be paid at the former unequall rates of 
twelve pence and four pence. And continued 

ſuch unequall rates many years after, By means 

whereof ſeverall men intereſſed in the drowned 

lands have been impoveriſhed, and ruined in 

their Eſtates, 
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The before menticned Decree of the eleventh 
of March 1627, being of late diſcovered 
and made known unto feverall Ows- 
aers of the drowned lands, ( who before 
ſuch diſcovery were wholy ignorant thereof ) 
ſome of the Owners of thoſe lands,being deep. 
ly ſenſible of their —q_— by ſuch une- 
quall proportion of Scots, exhibited a Petiti- 
on to the Commiſſioners at a Sefhion of Sewers 
holden at Cras#brook, the ſeventeenth of Apri// 
1550. 


Shewinegz 

Hat tbeir Lands formerly drowned; had paid 
for their drayning, above the meane Rents 
and profit: thereof, twice as much moneys as the In- 
heritance thereof could then be ſold for: When other 
L ands,which for thirty years together had been ther- 
by preſerved from utter decay , had been Scotted in 
a jarr leſs proportion, and yielded « cleere yearly be- 
nefit , and that all future charge and —_ tended 
only to preſervationzand could not add any improve- 
ment tothe Petitioners Lands; 

And prayed that their Lands might not thereafter 
be Scotted as drowned Lands; But that ac- 
cording to the Law and Rule of Sewers, all 
the Lands Scotted, might be Taxed as their 
condition then was, and according to their 
reſpeFive benefits of Preſervation on- 


ly. 
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He Commiſhoners according to [uſtice,took 
thisPetition into conſideration, & conceived 
the beſt courſe to ſatisfie themſelves, and give 
{atisfaCrion to others in the bufines, would be to 
}ave ancxat View taken by ſome of the Com« 
miſlioners,of all theſeverallLevells & Landswith 
in the Commiſſion, and to inform themſelves by 
a!! wayes and means of the Values and Conditi- 
2153 ofthe Lands, and to make Report thereof, 
topeher with their Opinions, and at what Rates 
the Lands in each ſeyerall Levels, ought for the 
tutureto be Scotted, 
A4ercuponNiac oftheCommiſſionersthen preſent 
of whom Seaven had no Intereſt in any Scotra - 
lcLands (andthe other two not any conſide- 
table) were entreated rotake upon them the tro- 
ble o{ the bufines; And a Necree was then made 
giving them authority for the (ame; The time 
and place waslikewiſe agreed for theReferrees to 
incct; and take their View: And it was Order- 
ed, that publique notice thereof ſhould be given 
in the ſeverall Churches where the Lands lay; 
That all, whom it did concerne, might (if they 
thought good )go along with the Referrees to In- 
forme them of their complaints, and what elſe 
they ghought neceſlary , upon the place where 
they might beſt Judge of ic. 

The Referrees did accordingly meete at the 
day appointed, and were attended by. divers of 
the Country that could befi mforime thems And 
at 


at a Seſſion of Sewers holden at Cranbrook the 
twenty firſt of Auguſt following, the Referrees 
met, and made their report, viz. 

1. That the Marth-lands lying in the Levels of 
Fathnam,Dixter,Cother then the fleet there )Hermn- 
den,Nerthiam, the Common brook of Newend x, 
Knel, Loſſenham, Wesil-Maytham, Faſt-Maytham, 
Farnehill, Dowbarne, 1 it ter/nam, Kenc hill, Ebonie, 
Sherlies-more, and Redhil/are \\ inter & Sommer 
Lands, and have received the greateſt benetit by 
the works; And that all the faid Lands (other 
than the Common Brooke) ought to be Scotted 
at a fu!l third pare more than any other 
Lands. 

2. That the Tennantsof the Common Brook 
of Newenden (in regard of their Occupancy in 
Common) ought to be Scotred but at two third 
parts of the higheſt ſumme that any other Lands 
are Scotted at. 

3. ThattheLands in Appledore and Stone, 
ought to be Scotted at one halt part of the 
higheſt ſumme that any other Lands are to be 
Scotted ar, 

4. That rhe Lands in Peeninge are good Som- 
mer fads and ought to be Seotted at ewo third 
parts of the higheſt rate, that any other Lands 
a:e core at, 

5. That the Lands above Hacks dem Bridge, in 
Dexter Fleete, and in Menchem, Ewherſt, and Bo- 
dibam Levels, are not Winter-lands, aor other 
than Caſuall and very uncertajne Sumnmerslands, 
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and not Capable of any Improvement, or better 
Condition by the works, and ought to be Scot. 
ted at one third part of the higheſt ſumme that 
any other Lands are Scotted at, and not at any 
higher or greater Rate. 

In which Report all the Referrees agreed in e- 
very particular,other than Edward Finch Eſquire, 
who differed only from the reſt, 1a railing the 
Scotts of the late decayed Sommer-lands, and 
therefure refuſed to ſet his hand with the 
rclt. 

Which Report, as to the reſpective bencfits 
which the ſaid ſeveral Levels had received by the 
ſaid Works, concurred with the preſentment of 
thirty Jurours in that behalf made the 27. day of 
May 1545. Wh Sn {3 Ren wag nals 

At which time there was a very full appearance 
both of the Commiſſioners, & of the Country; 
The Commiſſioners to avoidConfuſton of ſpeech, 
and that every man might be the better under- 
ſtood,did think fit,that one of theCommiſſioners 
ſhould fit as jChalre man, to whom each man 
ſhould direft his diſcourſe, Colonell Temple was 
made choyce of, Richard Kilburne Eſquire, one of 
the Referrees opened the report, and gave an ac- 
compt of what was done by himſelf and the 0- 
ther Referrees, with their Reaſons for each ſe- 
veral proportion ofScotting mentioned inthe re- 
port;All being heard, theCommiſlioners thought 
fit that each particular Operative paſlage in the 
—_ ſhould be reſpeRively debated and ſeve- 

Voted, 
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Samnell Short, and Edward Finch, Eſquires, w- 
ged all that could be ſaid againſt the raiſing of 
the late decaying Summer-lands(e(pecially thoſe 
of Sherleys-moor, and Fbony,) to an <quall Rate 
of 3cots with the drowned Lands, 

After a full debate and hearing of all that could 
be ſaid on both fides,by the ſpace of many howr3, 
molt of the Commiſlioners then pretent were 
of Opinion, 1. That the late decaying Sommer- 
lands cuuld not have preſerved themiclves untill 
that time, by any other wayes or meanesthan 
had been vſed. 

2, That the charge of preſervation would have 
coſt them more money than the Inheritance of 
their ſaid Lands were then worth to be fold, 
If the Owners of the drowned- Lands had not 
joyned with them therein as aforeſaid. 

23. That the Owners of the drowned Lands 
having forty years tegether expended upon the 
generall works, the whole yearly Rents of their 
Lands, and ſo much more money over and a- 
bove; as twice the value of the Inheritance of 
their Lands is worth to be fold. And the decay- 
ing Lands, during all that time, having been 
thereby preſerved from further decay zand yiel- 
ded yearly ſixteen or cightcen ſhillings the Acre 
profit above all Scots and Charges Thar the 
Owners of the ſaid decaying Lands, have, and do 
enjoy much more benefit by the general] works 
aforeſaid by their preſervation than the Owners 
G 3 of 
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of the late drowned Lands, by the recovery anG 
preſervation of their Lands. 

Th:t upon Conſideration of the whole mat- 
terit ſeemed more reaſonable, that the Jate de- 
ca; ing Lands ſhould be $corted at twelve pence 
the Acre, and the Jate drowned Land at fours 
pence the Acre, untill they meet 1n an equal] 
Ballance of Charge ſince March, 1527+ (at which 
tune they were fo legally, and by conſent of all 
parties brought to an equall rate of Scots) then 
to continue them Scotted hereafter at the une- 
quall ikates of twelve pence the Acre drowned 
Lands, and four pence the Acre Sommer-!ands. 
Of twenty cightCommitlioners which were then 
preſent, twenty three(of whom ſixteen had not 
One Acre of Scottable Lands) did Vote, that 
Sherleys-moor, and the reſt of the late decaying 
Sommer-lands ſhould be Scotted at an equall 
rate with the late drowned Lands, both being 
now made Winter-lands. 

Four Commiſſioners who had Intereſt in Sher- 
leys moor,8& one man only that was not Intereſſed 
in any Scottable Lands, did vote, to have the 
Scots continued at the former uncquall |taics, 

The ſecond, third, fourth , & fifth part icolar 
clauſes of the ſaid reportes were {cytrally voted 
in the aftirmative, by all the twenty cight Com- 
mihoners, Nemine (ontradicente. 

Whereupon there was a decree then made for 
Conhrmation ofthe ſaid report , Put the Com- 
miſtioners did then forbeare to grantany Scots in 
zrſuance 


»erſuance thereof, and appointed a Seffion of ll 
Sewers to be holden the ninthteenth of Septereber 

Mowp, Tcticend, That ſich Commiſſioners 
>rO+ 14.45 as Ullented or were not fattsfied with | 
the fi Peport, might then (it they could or | 
rhouw tt fie) Offer {:co reaſons as miyht uzguce | | 
the Comm $1991 140 alter or varie the Propot - | 
toning of theScorts from the ſaidReport. 

The nineteenth of September ſome Owner; | 
and farmers, of the Lands formerly Scotted as [ 
Sommer lands,exhibited a petition to the Com- | 
miſtoners,& delired the Commiſſioners not to 
proceed to grant any Scots according to the ſaid F 
report, before they had heard ſuch convincing '' 
reaſons as the petitioners had to produce and þ 
offer againſt 1t. 

Upon conſideration whereof, theCommiſſioners 

then preſent, appointed anotherSefhon ofSewers 

to be holden at Cranbrook the twenty third of 

OdFober tollowing,to receive ſuch convincing rc2. | 
ſons as the Peticioners intimated; and for that it | 
was then alledged that there was a neceſſity of 
ſpeedy railing of money for ſome works then to 
be done; TheCommiſhtoners granted oneScot ac. 
cording tothe prop.xrtions mentioned in the ſaid 
Report,to be paid the one & thirticth ot December 
following, The payment whereof was ſo ap- 
pointed to be after thenext Seſſion of ſewers, to 
theend, all or any the proportions mentioned 
might 
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might be altered,if any ſufficient reaſon ſhould be 
then offered for the ſame. 


] !He twenty third of 0Fober there was a full 
meeting of the Commiſlioners and theCoune 
tric where the Owners and Farmers of the 


-Jands, exhibited a remonſtrance, which offered 


ſeverall reaſons why the late ſommer-lands 
_ not be equally ſcotted with the drowned 
.ands, 

Upon Reading whereof, The Commiſſioners 
then preſent, did not apprehend the Reaſons 
therein contained much differing, or more ma- 
teriall, than thoſe formerly offered, debated, 
and fully anſwered ; Yet upon further Confide- 
ration, to inanifeſt how defirous and willing 
they were to grant Relief and eaſe to any Lands, 
for which they conceived any the leaſt cauſe or 
colour of abatement in their proportion with 
others, Ordered, that the Marſh-lands lying in 
Redhill (between the Levels of Sherleys-moor and 
Apledore) which by the report were to be ſcotted 
equally with the higheſt, ſhould thenceforth be 
ſcotted but at one half part of the higheſt pro- 
portion that any other Lands are ſcotted at. 

Whercupon further differences and contenti- 
ons being like to grow and increaſe between the 
Commiſſioners & owners aforeſaid, which would 
be very prejudicall to all the ſaid Owners, and 
deſtructiveto the Levels; It was then conclu- 
ded and Decreed, That the ſaid Commiſſioners & 
Numnere Petition the Right Ho- 


- 
g 1C 


norable the Commiſſioners of the Great Seal vi 
England,to be pleaſed to hear and determine the 
ſame; And that Fdward Finch, and Nathaniell 
Fowel, Eſquires, ſhould deliver the Petition a- 
foreſaid, and from time to time attend thereup- 
on, as occaſion ſhould require. 

A Petition was forthwith drawn, ſubſcribed 
by ſeverall of the Commiſſhoners and Owners 
aforeſaid, and after preſented to the ſaid Lords 
Commiſſioners, by the ſaid Edward Finch and 
Nathanie! Powell. 

Llpon Reading whereof, the ſaid Lords Com- 
miſhoners the twenty fifth day of November 155C, 
by _—_ under their hands, deftired Robert 
Henley, Richard Pepis, Thomas Fletcher and Jobr 
HuritElquires, or any two of them, to call the 
parties mentioned in the Petition before them, 
and to mediate and end the differences ( if they 
could) or in default to certifie their Lordſhips 
tlie ſtate of the whole buſineſſe, with what con- 
venient ſpeed they could. | 

The 13th of December following, Robert Henley, 
and Joh Hurſt (two of the ſaid Referrees) made 
their Certificate under their hands to the ſaid 
Lords Commiſſioners, as followeth, viz. 


_ of Sewers, holden the nineteenth of September laſt, 
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18, December 1650, 


To the the R ight Honourable 


the Lords Commiſſioners of the great Seal of 
ENGLAND. 

: purſuance of an Order of Reference, dated 
| the 25, of November laſt, made by your Lord- 
{,1P>, upen the Petition of the Commitsioners of 
cvwers, aud Owners of and tor the Levels, called 
the Upper Levels, in the Counties of Kent and 
Su//ex; having been attended by ſeveral par- 
tics therein concerned, and heard the Alleoations 
and Reaſons offered on either part by tdward 
Finch and Nathaniel Powell, Elquires, thereunto 
Leputed by Decree of Sewers, Dated the 23. day 
of v@ober laſt paſt : Upon ſerious contideration 
whcereot, and of the manitold,emincnt haza:ids, 
charges and loſſes impending the ſaid Levels, for 
the more {peedy compoſure of the preſent diffe- 
rences between the ſaid Commiſſioners and Ow- 
ners, and preſervation of love and unity amongſt 
them: We offer toyour Lordſhips confidera- 
tion, theſe Propoſals following; Whereunto, 
3s ſeyerall perſons of reſpettive conſiderable In- 
tereſts in the ſaid Levels, have already declared 
their Afſents; ſo we hope, that all others in like 

manner therein concerned, will readily acquieſce 
in the ſame. 
Firſt, That the Waterſcot granted at a Seſſion 


(47) 


payablethe one and thirticth of this inſtant De- 
cember, ſhall ſtand and be payd accordingly. 

Secondly, That all future Waterſcots, rela- 
ting to the payment or diſcharge of any future 
Rent, Dammages,or\\ orks,for or within the Le- 
vell of Witterſhaw:; The Marſhlands lying in the 
Levels of Sherl-ys-moore, Kenchill, t bony, Done 
barn,IVitterſham, and Farnhi!l, (hall be ſcotted and 
taxcd at two third parts of the hipheit {um, that 
any other lands ſhall be ſcotted and taxed at, o- 
ther than the high lands, pai cell of yherleys-movre 
lying between the Channel of the river of Ro- 
ther, and the highway leading from Ked4b1!/ to 
Appledore, which .{hall be fcotted and taxed at 
one half part of the higheſt ſum, that any other 
lands ſhall be ſcotted and taxed at ; The Ace to 
be admeaſured by the Pole of fixtcen foot and a 
half; And the other Marſhlands lying in Sherley 
more (hall eontinuc their anticnt admeaſuremear. 

Thirdly, That all Leavies and Taxes hereat- 
ter to b: made, tor any general VV orks, upon the 
river of Kher and Channel of Appledore, within 
theltwmis of the Commiſhon, for the (aid Up- 
per Levels, ſhall be ſcorted and taxed at the rates 
and proportions Decreed at the aforeſaid Setltin 
of Sewers, holden the nineteenth ofSepiemver lalt, 
in purſuance of the Report of the Reterrees m 
that behalt made, 

Fourthly, That for payment of all Debts ow- 
ing by the ſaid Upper Levels before 11: ha-!nraſs 
laſt, there ſhall be yearly two VV aterſcots noo 
H 2 an: 
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;cavied (alterms vicibus) in manner and form fol- 
lowing 3 one of them after the proportion of 
twelve pence the Acre drowned lands , and four 
pence the Acre ſommer lands, payable within 
ren dayes after our Lady day : The other of 
them, according tothe rates and proportions 
mentioned in the ſaid Report, and Decreed the 
ninettenth of Septewber aforeſaid, to be paid 
within ten dayes after 21ichaetmaſs. 

Fifthly, The better to prevent and avoid all 
partiall and felt interefled proceedings between 
the Commiſttoners of Sewers, for the time being; 
That when and as often, as it ſhall be neceſlary to 
renew the Commiſſion for the ſaid Levels, that 
your Lord{hips be pleaſed to direct the ſame to 
an equall number of Commiſſioners inhabiting 
reſpectively within the ſeveral Counties afore- 
ſaid. 

Sixthly, That as well upon all veiws of Com- 
miſtioners, as impannelling of Jurors for infor- 
mation of the ſatd Commiſſioners, as occaſion 
ſhall require, there may be likewiſe an <quall 
number imployed inhabiting as aforeſaid : 

All which we humbly ſubmit to your 
Lord(hips conſideration, 


Robert Henlye, 
John Hur, 
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He twenty tourth of December 1650. "Th 
Lords Commiſtioners under their hands, re - 
commended the Propoſals to the Comimitfioners 
of Sewers for the ſaid Levels, defiring them tc 
rTatific and confirm the ſaws, at the next Setiton 


of Sewers to be holden tor the ſaid Levels, 1: 


they thuuld rhink them realonable. 


— nineteenth of Jarwary following, at a 
Seſſion of Sewers, holden at Cranbrook, by 
ſevera!l Commiſhoners, interefled in the Lands 
taxed at the re(peCtive proportions aforeſaid, the 
ſame Propoſals were ratified, and after contic- 
med by Decree of Sewers, at feverall ſubſcquent 
Scflions 3; And teverall (cots granted in purſu- 
ance thereot, by the ſpace of two years then tol- 
lowing. 

Afterwards ſome Owners of confiderable In» 
tercſ!s 11 thc deep drowned lands, having ſeve» 
ral years indcavoured to bring all the lands Scot- 
tedio the Works upon the River of Rother, un*+ 
toan equall rate of Scots, as the ſame was ſct» 
tled and Decreed the eleventh of March, 1627. 
And conceiving that the ſeveral proportions of 
Scotting mentioned in the ſaid Propoſals, and 
Decreed as aforeſaid, were of more advantave to 
the other ſcottable lands, than to the drowned 
lands, in Aichaelmaſs [erm 1652. uſed many 
perſwaſions to ſome Owners of reſpcttive 
conſiderable Intereſts, in the late decaying, 
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ard inthe preſent caſuall Sommer lands; That 
they would for their own parts aſlent,and fuither 
endeavour to perſwade ſuch other Owners as 
were intereficd in the Lands of the ſame condi- 
tion, for thcir parts alſo voluntarily to conſent ; 
1 hat the lands then ſcotted, at twelve pence the 
Acre ſhould be reduced to ten pence the Acre; 
That the lands then ſcotted at forire pence the 
Acre (ſhould be raiſed to f1x pence the Acre, afhir- 
ming with much confidence; '| hat this would be 
a means to put a final end to all future differences 
between the Commiſitoners and Owners of the 
ſaid Levels touching the proportions of Scots : 
\Whereupon the Owners of the re{pective Som» 
mer Jands before mentioned, 'being very defirons - -. 
and willing to prevent and avoid all future dif- 
ferences and contentions, bet ween the Commil- 
fioners and Owners of the ſaid Levels : Anſwer- 
ed, That if Sir Faward Hales, Knight and Baro- 
net, and ſome other Owners of conſiderable !n- 
tereſts in the faid Levels, would ſ1gnific under 
their hands, That they did for their parts, con. 
ſent and agree thereto; 7 hat then thoſe Owners 
of the reſpective Sommer lands aforeſaid ( from 
their deſire and love of peace and quietnelie ) 
would tor their parts conſent thereunto; and 
endeavour to perſwade others alſo to doe the 
ſame ( though to their prejudice ) contentions 
between the Commitlioners and Owners afore- 
ſaid, threatning eminent ruine to all the ſaid 
Levels. 

At 
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T aScflion of Sewers holden at Robert-- 
bridge the fifteenth day of April 1 653. fe- 
veral Commiſtioneis and Owners of conlider- 
able Intercſts in the tfaid Levels, ſignified under 
their Hands, in theſe words, vis. 

This 2cth, of November 1652, 

We whole Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
Commulioncrs and Owners principally Intereſ- 
ſed in the Maiſh lands, commonly called and 
known by the name of the Upper Levels; For 
the final ending, of all differences between us, 
concerning, the pioportion of Scots, doe for our 
ſelves Conſent and Agree, that the lands now 
ſcotted at twelve pence the Acre be reduced un- 
to ten pence Acre, that the lands now ſcotted 
at foure pence the Acre, be raiſed to {1x pence 


. the Acre; and that the lands ſcotted at cight 


pence the Acre, and ic lands now ſcotted at fix 
pence the Acre, be continued at the ſame rates 
and that all (cots, which hercafter ſhall be gran- 
ted, ſhall be taxcd according to this propor- 
t10N. 


Edward Hales, Thomas Culpeper, 
John Auiten, Kobert Cordell, 
William Cage, Thont1s Peirs, 
Edmond Gibbon, Nathaniel Powell, 


Th, Frewen, 


Fl 

[11 purſuance whereof, and forthe ends there- 
in mentioned, it was Decreed accordingly, and 
{ycral SCors then granted at the rates aforeſaid - 
Ard atterwards,at aScf-ion of Sewers, holden the 
15 of May 1654. It was Ordered and Decreed, by 
more than thirty Commiſsioners then preſeor, 
T hat if at any «time hereafter there (hall be any 
intention or endeayour uſed by any Commil- 
foners or Owners of the Lands lying in the Up- 
per Levels, toalter the proportion or rate of the 
general Water (cots taxed upon the Lands 1a the 
1aid Levels from the proportion or rate that they 
are,now ſcotted at 5 That before ſuch alterations 
there ſhall be Proclamation made concerning the 
ſame in all ſuch Pariſh Churches, as have been 
accuſtomed for Proclamation of the pay ment of 
Scots, atthe leaſt twenty dayes before any Seſ- 
fion of Sewers ſhall be holden for that purpoſe : 
To the end, that before any ſuch alteration ſhall 
be made, the Reaſons may be fully and freely 
Debated 3 And that all Sefftons of Sewers for 
that purpoſe ſhall be holden at Cranbrook : 

Since which, there hath not been any further, 
or other Alteration of the Proportions laſt be- 
fore mentioned, 


(1) 
Anno 1650. 


An ObjeQtion made againſt the 


Abatement of the Scots of thoſe lands, former» 
ly deep drowned lands, and now caſuall 
Sommer lands. 


ObjeFion. 

Fmorandum, That the Owners of foure hun- 

dred Acres of drowned lands, in the abſence 
of the Owners of the other deep drowned lands, found 
means 10 have their Scots abated, from twelve pence 
to foure pence the Acre, whereby although, it be 
true that thoſe lands at this preſent , let for fifteen 
or ſexteen ſhillings the Acre,and other drowned lands 
(which were higher, and better conditioned ) let for 
twenty five ſhillings the Acre ; yet thoſe lamds 
continue ſcotted at 128 the Acre, there having beex 
thirty Scots or thereabouts paid in ſome years, and 
ſo continued; thoſe drowned lands of better con« 
dition pay five ſhillings the Acre above the rent re+ 
ceived for them; and thoſe of the worit condition 
(paying but thirty groats) have five or ſx ſhillings 
the Acre yearly clear profit. 


Anſwer. 
It this Memorandum, Two particular Ob- 
jetions are obſervable, the firſt relates tothe 
t manner of procuring ſuch abatement; the ſe- 
cond to the profit of thoſe lands in reference to 
other deep drowned lands, _ 
© 
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To the firſt it was Anſwered, T hat ſuch abate- 
ment made and Decreed upon preſentments of 
Jurors, and views of Commiſſioners taken in ſe- 
veral years, cannot be ſaid tobe furreptiouſly 
yrocured,, but obtained upon the Juſtice and 
Merits of the Cauſe, after ail wayes and meanes 
uſed for information of the Commiſſioners , 
which the Law requires : So that upon debate of 
the ſame, at a Seffion of Sewers held the 21. of 
Auguſt 1650. It was Voted by 28, Commiſlio- 
ners ( of reſpeCtive Intereſts in the ſaid Levells ) 
Nemine contradicente; That the Lands mencio- 
ned in this Objefion ſhould fron: thenceforth 
be ſcotted , but at one third part) of the higheſt 
ſumme which any other Lands ſhould be Scot- 
red or taxed at. 

For the ſecond Objection, relating to the pro- 
fit of thoſe lands in reference to the other deep 
drowned lands; howbeit it might have been An- 
ſweredwith the like ſuppoſition;that if the deep 
drowned lands worth five and twenty ſhillings 
the Acre pay eight ſhillings 1n Scots yearly 
(which Sir Thomas Culpeper, and other Commitſli» 
oners affirmed, would be the greatelt annua! 
charg after the works were finiſhed in Witter ſh.1992 
Levell) And thoſe foure hundred Acres of land 
worth fifteen ſhillings the Acre pay cight groats, 
it is apparent, that thoſe deep drowned lands 
worth five and twenty ſhillings the Acre will re- 
ceive yearly foure ſhillings and cight pence the 


Acre, and if (cotted at equall rates, ten ſhillings 
the 


the Acre more than thoſe foure hundred Acres 
of caſuall ſommer land , which coſt as much to 
drain and recover as the other ; But it was fur- 
ther Anſwered and manifeſted, That a very con- 
fiderable part of thoſe foure hundred Acres of 
land were not then let for above thirteen ſhil» 
lings and foure pence the Acre yearly ; and that 
after ſuch time as the works were undertake. in 

Witterſham Levell, and before ſuch abatement of 
ſcots (being foureteen or fifteen years ) the Ow- 

ners of thoſe foure hundred Acres of land had 

paid one year with another ſeven or eight (hil- 

lingsthe Acre in Scots more than the annuall 

Rent thereot; and that ſeverall years ſince ſuch 

abatement, they have not yielded two ſhillings 
the Acre profit, the ſame being deſtroyed by the 

floods. 

And it is to be remembred, That no lands are 
legally ſcottable to any works, but proportion- 
able to the benefit which they have, doe, or may 
receive thereby; In all which reſpects, thoſe 
four Þundred Acres of land ought not to be ſcot - 
tedin a higher proportion than they now are; 
For that, 

Firſt, As to the benefit they have received, It 
is acknowledged that they were formerly deep 
drowned lands, and arenow drained and reco- 
vered ; but having firſt paid in hopes thereof, 
for the works of Ebony , Peening and Woodruff , 
neer twelve pound the Acre,more than the 1mcan 


rents and profits thereof, and received fo little 
a 2 benefit 


(4) 


benefit thereby , as that the Fee-ſimple thereof 
was not then worth to be fold above twenty ſhil- 
lings the Acre, and part thereof ſold for leſle ; 
And having alſo paid to the works in Witterſbane 
Levecll, for their recovery and preſervation, neer 
twenty pound the Acre, which is much more 
than the Fee-fimple thereof ( if exempred from 
Scots for ever hereafter)is now worth tobe (old; 
They are not hereafter to be (cotted for any be- 
nefit received by ſuch Recovery 5 bue their for- 
mer fruitlefſe charge and expence theiein, ought 
in conſcience to be conſidered in their future 
charge of preſervation. 

Secondly, As tothe benefit which thoſe lands 
doe now enjoy by the ſaid works; they being 
low lands, and lying fartheſt from the Sea, and 
theriver of Rother continuing his courſe through 
the middle of them, they are at the beſt but ca» 
ſuall Sommer-lands, ſubjett to be flowed with 

all ſudden rains, and are the firſt drowned and 
laſt drained , and of much lefle yea) ly value than 
any other ſcottable Lands. 

Thirdly, As to future benefit which they may 
receive by the ſaid works; I conceive it js not ſo 
much as pretended, that thoſe lands are capable 
of any more or greater benefit by the works than 
what they now enjoy : And that juſtice may be 
done in ſuch caſes, wherein experience hath diſ- 
covered the miſtakes or errours of former opini- 
ons or judgments, the Statute gives power to 
the Commiſſioners to alter an'! change their 


(5) 


decrees as in their diſcretions they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
which they are nevertheleſle.to conforme accor- 
ding to Law and Juſtice, and not according to 
their ſeveral Wills and Aﬀections, for Talis di- 
ſeretis —_ confundit , as Sir Edward 
Coke (peaks in Rooks his Caſe. 


LIpon conſideration of the premiſes,the Com- 
miſſioners of the ſaid Levels, did not think 
it legall or equitable,that thoſe lands, which 
are now but caſuall and uncertain Sommer- 
lands, and not in any'appearance of further 
decay, nor capable of any Improvement, or 
of any further benefit than preſervation 
. onely, ſhould be ſcotted in a greater pro. 
porticn for the ſame, than other Sommer- 
lands heretofore paid for their preſerva- 
tion, which were not onely of far greater 
value (and conſequently their benefit of 
preſervation greater) butalſo in apparent 
danger to become drowned and lo{t ; and 
arenow made perfect Winterlands , more 
ſecure and of better ivalue than formerly : 
And in caſe the proportion of Scots be con- 
tinucd at fix pence, eight pence, and ten 
nce the Acre reſpectively (as hath of late 
-__ Decreed ) Then thoſe foure hundred 
Acres of Caſual] Sommerlands ( with rete- 
rence to their yearly values and caſualties ) 
will be charged in a much greater propor- 
tion than any other lands ſcotted to the 
works upon the River of Kovther, 


(6) 
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One of the Arguments which Sir Thomas Culpeper 
Knight delivered in writing under bis hand to 
Collonel Temple the 21. of Auguſt 1650. why 
Sherley Moore and the Summer ſands thereabout 
ought to be Scotted equally with the drowned 
lands, Viz. 


M*” years ſince, and before the generall 
works upon the River of Rother were un- 
dertaken, the owners of the deep drowned lands 
endeavoured to Sew their dead waters through 
Witterſham Levell, which they might have done, 
and made their Jands good Summer lands, with 
the tenth part of the charge, which this new 
courſe hath coſt them, and they would have 
found no great diffculty to give the owners of 
Witterſham Levells ſatisfaftion and ſecurity z but 
the owners of Sherley Moore and the reſt of the 
Summer lands did alwayes oppoſe them, alleadg. 
ingsthat if the waters of the upper Levells ſhould 
be turned out of their courſes ( which lawfully 
they might not doe) it would be a meanes of 
the ſpeedy ſwerving up of the Channel), and de- 
cay of their lands (as nndoubtedly it would ) 
whereby they were alwayes hindered of that 
courſe of helping themſelves ; and untill the lay- 


ing 


| 
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ing open of the low lands of Witterſhaw for ar 
brake was propoſed, they conld never have 
the conſent of the owners of Sherley Moore, and 
the reſt of the Summer lands (and without their 
conſent it could not be done) for the carrying of 
their waters through W:tterſbam Level, 5" 
the great charge of #itterſham indraught,and the 
wes, neceſſary to it , was principally in the 1n- 
tereſt of Sherley Moore, and the re(t of the Sum- 
merlands, who have found the greateſt benefit 
thereby. How then can there be any Right to 
continue this Burthen upon the twelve peny 
Scotted lands, which have payed much more in 
Scots than the value of their lands amount une 
to, fince the eleventh of March 1627. At which 
time it was ordered and decreed by Sir Fdward 
Hales, Sir Thomas Culpeper,and lix other Commil- 
lioners,that for ever after the drowned lands and 
Summer lands ſhould be equally Scotted, as in 
the Award was declared : But Nrcholas Lord 1 uf- 
ton, and ſome other Commiſſioners latercfled in 
the deep drowned lands, refuſed to ligne that 
Decree, alleadging, that all the works for the re. 
covery of their lands being then given over, and 
ſuch Scotts as were granted bring onely tor the 
payment of the rent of the Indraught at Woodruff, 
and for works about the ſame ( ot which there 
was no uſe then made, but onely for preſervation 
of the zummer lands) There could be no rea- 
ſon to Scott theſe lands for preſervation, which 


werenothing worth : But other owners of the 
deep 
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deep drowned lands, being Commiſſioners, were 
willing to continue their lands Scotted at equall 
rates, the charge being then not much, in hopes 
there might again ſome other works be underta. 
ken, which might recover their lands, in which 
the Summer lands were to joyn with them at e- 


quall Rates of Scotts: And thereupon ſigned 
that Decree. 


(9) 
All the Marſh-lands lying be- | 


tween Udiham- Oake, and Thorney Wall, were 
above Forty years ſince within the Limits of the 
Commiſſion for the Upper Levels, and have recei« 
ved benefit by the late works upon the River of 
Rother, and ought to be Taxed towards the 
Charge thereof. 


Hat all thoſe Lands were formerly within 

the Limmits of the Commiſſion for the 
Upper Levells, is evident by the Limmits of the 
Commitliton for the ſaid Levels Dated the firſt of 
Aprill, 1609. Extending from Tiſeherſt in Suſſex, 
unto and as far as Koch, in the lfle of 0xne2y and 
Cheriton Bars,on theNorth (ide of the now Sewer 
of the Five waterings in #alland Marſh, and fur- 
ther unto and as farr, as the low water marke at 


the Sea,( except 2nd out of the lameCommiſiion) 
Excluding all choſfu Lands, Sewers and Gutts 


which are in the Government of Romney Marſh, 
or within the precints of the Commiſſion of 
Sewers of Walland Marſh, and Guildford Marſh, or 
in the Borders or Confines of the ſame, which 
Limits, (as bounding upon the upper Levells ) 
- continued untill the year 1549. At which time 
the limits of W#alland Marſh were enlarged : | 
Theſe words, viz. And ſo along the Channel . 
'm Guildford Marſh aforeſaid to Appledoore, in l 
: ſaid County of Kext, being altered and made 
— h 4 
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un thus, viz. And ſo alony the Channel from 
Guildford Marſh aforclaid to Oxney Ferry, and 
from thence to Appledorez Qxrey Ferry being ne» 
ver bcfore that time menmuoricd in any ofthe 
Commiſſions of Sewers for V al/and Marſhz and 
lycs about a mile above ?porney Wall : by means 
whercof ner two hundred Acres of Ma (blands 
which ſued onely intothe Sewer of the Upper 
Levells, arc excluded out of the Commiſion 
for the {ail Levcils; which the Owners of the 
Lipper Levels apprehend 1c be an uiikinde res 
turn from Waland Marlh, wo vie intereft,and 
for whoſe preſervation the Upper Levels have 
expended above twenty thouland pounds, more 
than otherwiſe they necded to have done for 
their own Recovery and preſervation, and 
receive from the Owners of the Vive Waterings 
and Walland Marſh but 160. pounds yearly, con« 
tribution towards the ſame. 

And whereas it hath been ObjeCted, That the. 
lands lying, between Thorney IWall and Ovney Fove 
ry were excluded out of the Commiſſion of the 
upper Levels, By force of the exception menti- 
oned in the ſaid Commiſtion, Dated the firſt of 
Apri! 160g. 

It is Anſwered, that the limits of the Come 
miſtion for the Upper Levels, extending as far 
as the low Water-mark at the Sea: and the, 
Marſhlands of the Five Watrings(wl:ich are,and 
then were under the goverament of Komney 
Marſh) and the Marſh lands lying withiy th: ſe 

: = . _— 
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vera] Levels of Walland Marll,, Guitd.' .. +..h, 
and Witterſham Levell, ſuing all into the River 
of Rother and Channel of Appledore, between 
Cheriton Bars andthe low water-Mark, m1lt ne- 
cc{larily bc included within the Commiliion for 
the Upper Levels, it for prevention thereot , 
ſuch exception had not been inſerted in tlic fard 
Commillion, which could not exclude any of the 
lands out of the Commillion for the Upper Les 
vels, which lye between 1horney W a'l and 0x- 
ney lerry , not then being within the limits of 
Wallznd Marſh, nor ifluing any of their Waters 
into the Sewers of the Five V\ aterings or Wale 
land Mar(h. 


And further it is evident, That the Upper Le- 
veis have trom time totime, cleanſed and main- 
tained tic Channel, between Oxney Ferry and 
Thorn J \\ ail, mad< a [top in the Channel , laid 
leverall >Iccs at ib,rny Vall, and built a houſe 
and fet up a Crarc,{or the benefit of Navigation; 
all which coſt the *!; per Levels, ſeverall thou 
{nds of pounds , Walland Ataxh contributing 
no part towards the Charze thereo!;, Andthe 
Upper Levells, could not perform the workes 
in the ſaid Channell, nor have Jaid the Sluces, 
and built the houſe aid Crane aforefard, had the 
Limmits of the Commiſiton for alli: Marſh 
then extended to Oxney Ferry. or had not Tvrney 
Wall then been within the Limits of the Come 


mitizon of Sewers for the Upper Levclls, 
b 2 All 


- 
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All which appears, as well by the Teſti- 
mony of ſeverall perſons yet living, as 
by the Officers Accompts, and ſeverall 
Decrees of the Comiſhoners of Sewers, 
for the ſaid Levells, viz- 


The Fexpenditors, firſt | The Decrees of the ninth 
Account, fol. 24. 27, of April 1623. 1wens« 
28. 31, 52. 36. 41,42 | ty third of April 1623 
47.51, 52. 54. Third of une twenty 

Second Accompt, fol, 1. fir 8 Jacob, Twenty 
3.14- 16, 20.22.24. | fixthoj Auguſt 1625. 
27. Firſt of June 14631, 

Third Accompt, fol. 14. Twenty fifth of May 
22,23. 29.33, | 1624. iwenty ſeventh 

of May 163,, 


That all the Lands within the ſaid Levels, which 
ſew into the Channel -f Appledore, bave 
received benefit by the works, and Indraught 
in Witterſham Levell will beſt appear, by looks 
ing backupon the Condition of their Sewer be« 
fore thoſe works were undertaken, 


p + He Lords of Rowney Marſh, and the Com« 
- miſſioners of al/and Marſh, being inform- 
ed that the Sewers of the Five Waterings and 
Waland Maiſh were much ſwerved and decay- 


ed; - 
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ed; In December 1630. ſent theſe Queries f5). 
lowing to the Bailifts and other Office $ Of thoſe 
Levels, with di«tions by their Views, or 0+ 
therwiſe, to make inquiry thereof; and upon 
the fourteenth day of janvary folluwing at Aſhe 
ford, to deliver thc Juagzments, 20d Aniwer 
thereupon, to the Lords and Commiſſicners of 
the Marſh,who were appouintc4 tor that purpoſe, 
and at that tune to be there, 


The Huerjes were as ſulloweth, viz. 


Z \ x F Hether the Lands of the Five Wate- 
rings and Walland Marſh did then 
ſew as well as formeriy they had 

done. 

z Whether the River of Kother, which was 
their Sewer, did not ſwerve and decay, 

3 Whether if ſuch ſwerving were not pre- 
vented, It would not ſpeedily prove Cangecre 
rous to the drowning of their Marſhes. 

4 Whether thcre were any way to preſerve 
the ſaid Marſhes, but cither by making a new 
Sewer to Dim-church, or turning the Riverof 
Rother through Witter ſhaw Lewell ; and by lay- 
ing the low Lands there open for an Indravght, 
thereby to prevent the ſwerving of the Kiver of 
R other and lofle of their Sewer. 

5 Which would be the cheapeſt and ſafeſt 


courſe for them , either by makipg a new Sewer 
to 
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to Dim-chureh, or turning the River of Rother, 
through W:tterſhams Levell as aforeſaid. 


Tpon the ſour:teenth of Jannary following, the 
Bailifſs and Oſjicers aforeſaid, mace their re« 
turn 39 the Series, as followes PD, Vit 


; Hat the Five Waterinzs, and Walland 
Marth did not few fo well as turmerly they 
had donCc. 

2 That the Sewers which were there did dal» 
ly \werveand decay. 

3 Thar if ſuch decay and ſwarve werenot 
ſpeedily prevented, they were in danger to 
looie their >ewer there, 

4 ] hat there was no way for them to ſew, 
but either by making a new Sewer to Vimchurch 
or by turning the River of Rother, through Wits 
terſham Levell; and by making the low lands 
there an Indraught as atoretaid. 

5s That the making ofa new Sewer, to Dim- 
church,vould be a work of exceflive charge, and 
very great difhculty, and that the cheapeſt and 
ſafeſt way for them , would be to preſerve their 
Sewer as aforeſaid was propoſed, 


The 
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5) 
He Lords and Commiſſioners aforeſaid, be 
fore they would determine any thing there- 

in; defired, that as there was a veiw formerly 
made by the Bajlifis and Otiicers ot the Varſh ; 
That fo certain of the Lords and Commilltoners 
might be intreated to takea veiw thereof, and 
report their judgments therein, 

The nincth of Avruſt following, certain of 
the Lords andComnfwners of the Miatſth made 
their Reports, waich did jn all pariiculars as 
Sree with che Report formerly made by the Baie 
lifts and Officers aiocrclaid, 


| Nd moreoyer 1t was proved to the Jurors 

Aupontheirverw, Anne 1645. 1. That be. 
fore the Sluce was laid at 7Amrmey VY ol, rhe lands 
an Ebony, Redhill and 4pplediore were 11 11ch dee 
cay, that their p:ivate Guts were {warved up, 
and ſeveral times upon coming, down of the 
Land waters, thc Tenants were inforced to cut 
their Wals to I&t out the Waters from their 
Land. 

2 That ſeven preight years after the Sea was 
let into Witter ſham Level ( betore it had wrought 
his full cfic& ) the $luce at Thorney \\ all was of 
ten times to ſwaryed with Slub, as that the freſh 
waters could not ifjue through the ſame, but 
upon coming don of the land Floods, Labou- 
rers did work ty open the Sluce, which they 
could not doc, but with the help of the Flood 
aud Iadraughr. | 

2 That 
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3 That Keet Gut was many years before 
ſwerved up to the Capcaſe, waich lay above 
two miles neerer tothe Seaz And White Kemp 
Gut, and #aland Marſh Gyt, which lye foure 
or five miles neerer to the Sea, than the lands as 
bove Thorney Wall (and conſcquently had more 
fall, and better Sewer) were in great decay, 
and danger to be ſwarvedup, in to much as the 
Owners of the lands in the Five Waterings and 
Wailand Marth, doe acknowledge that they have 
received benetit of Sewer by the \\ oiks of 'Vite 
terſham Level: And in conſideration thereof, 
have, and doe contribute 160. pounds per arm. 
towards the charge thereof. And can any man 
doubt ( who hath obſerved the working of the 
Sea, and decay of the Sewers in thole Levels3 
where that part of the Channel, which lyes far- 
theſt from the Sea, is ever firſt ſwarved; and 
thoſe lands which lie moſt remote from the Sea, 
doe ever decay firſt) but that all the lands which 
lye above Thorxy Wall, and ſew into the Chai. . 
nell of -ppledore, have received benefit by the 
Works and Indraught in YVitterſham Levell; 
And the Common Outtfall of all the ſaid Lands, 
having been ever ſince maintained at a very 
great charge; Can any man think fit, that any 
of theſe lands ſhould now be exempted from 
payment of Wate1ſcots, 


To 


(1//) 
To Conclude. 


JJ Owbeit that the drowned Lands be now 
A. Lperfefily Sewed, and the Charge thereof 
hath coſt the Owners twice as much money as 
the Inheritance of their ſaid Lands, is now worth 
tobeſold; And notwithſtanding that the pre- 
ſent and future Works, are onely for preſerva- 
tionz wherein the late decaying Scommerlands 
are more Intereſled than the late Drowned lands; 
And notwithſtanding it is evident and apparent, 
That the Owners of the Drowned lands, might 
have drained their Lands ( and often endea- 
voured it) at the tenth part of the Charge, 
which this courſe hath coſt them; had they 
not been from time.to time oppoled therein, 
by the Owners of the Sommer lands, which 
have had the greateſt Benefit of any other Lands, 
both by the late and former Works upon the 
River of Kother : Some Commilſlioners Intere(- 
ſed in thoſe Sommer lands , and high Marſh 
lands, endeavoured (and doeftill endeavour ) 
to revive the former unequal! proportion of 
Scotsz and alſo to exempt thoſe high Marſh 
lands from payment of any Waterſcots, con- 
trary to the ſeverall Preſentments, made by 


fufficient Jurors of the reſpettive Counties a- 
C fore» 


(18) 
foreſaid ; Contrary to feverall Reports made 
upon Veiw of Commiſhioners, who had no 
Intereſt in any Scotable Lands, Contrary to 
ſeverall Decrees of Sewers thereupon made, 
Sealed and Subſcribed by ſeveral Commiſſioners 
intereſſed in thoſe Sommer lands and high 
Marſh lands; and contrary to the Law of Sew- 
ers; And for theſe ends, by ſecret Sollicita- 
tions, obtained a Commiſlton of Sewers, for 
the (aid Levels, with very great Advantages, 
in number of Commiſſhoners intereſled in the 
Lands diſtinguiſhed , by the names of Sommer- 
lands , and high Marſh lands; which Com- 
— was ſoon after Complained of, and Re. 
called, 


FINJS, 


